AGRA METRO

Train to Taj

Scheduled to be ready b}u e
2024, the Agra Metro will
be welcomed by the city’s
residents and tourists alike

DEEPA JAINANI
AGRA, A CITY known the world over for
the Taj Mahal, the monument of eternal
love, is in for a makeover. Come 2024, it
would be able to bcast a world-dass pub-
lic transport system, providing respite
from traffic congestion not onlyto its res-
idents but also the almost 2 crore tourists
who descend on it from all parts of the
world every year.

frwaslast month that the UnionCabinet
gave the green light for the Agra Metro Ral
project, which is esumated to cost
78,415.63 crore and take five years to exe-
cute (March, 2024 isthe scheduled time-
According tothe detailed project report
(DPR) approved by the Cabinet, the project
comprises two corridors which would pass
through the heart of the city, connecting
prominent rourist spots like the Taj Mahal,
Fort and Sikandra aswell as 11.nportant
places like [SBT, Raja Ki Mandi raitway sta-
tion, medical college, Ag12 Canttrailwaysta-
tion, and the Collectorate _

Says Kumar Kes hav, managing director
of the Lucknow Metro Rail Corporanon.the

nodal agency forthe project, swhile Corri-

Mahal given green light
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dor 1 (14 km) would run from Sikandrato by the rapid growthin size and population Agra's congested streets can often be 2
Taj East Gate, Cornidor 2 (154 k) would thatthe dwhaswuncsscdm recent decades. nightumare The lac\:: ofa moden_x and effi-
extend fromAgra Cantt 1O Kalindi Vibar. The third most populous city of Uttar centmeans ofpubl-lc u—msmrt\st_hus felt
Corridor 1 would have 6 e evated and Pradesh, Agm's population grew fn‘wm a}ikcbythcc‘rty'sr:csadmtsandtmn.sxs,who
7 underground stations. Cornrdor 2 would  5.91akhin 197110159 lakh in2011—itis haweto redcpn th uaiﬁccqngmt\on.pol-
be completely elevated, having 14 stations”. estimated tobe 24 lakh at present.1n terms luhon,paﬁnngwocs.andacudmts.

While the Union andstate govemments of size, the Agra Development Authority’s Kﬁha*_-’acce;tsltmu!dbe achallenget
would each pravide 20% equity,amou nt- gcogmphica] arca cxpauﬂc.d from 61.8sq geta project of such scale c.xecum-d in the

to T1466.26 CTOLE, for the pmicct,the kminl971to 520.2 sqkmin 2008. congestcdanddcr_xsetgpopglaled city,espe-
rest of the moncywmld beraised through Being a part of the Golden Tr m_xg';c cla}lyshxcesuess sbemgbu@ on me::‘e?ut‘,'
bilateral or multilateral loans. Talks with tourist circuit along with Delhi and Jaipur ofits monurnents no@bemgunpact “Our

i begin and home to three UNESCO world heritage design team js working to ensure that the

prospective {enders arc going to beg . _ e e e
soon, Keshav says—the UP govern ment  stes -_the'I‘a| AgraFortan atehpur Proj i ST 2 e
dcar'cd the decks for the project when it Sikn—Agradraws vast numbers oftourists,  in any way, hesays, a f{l;&g a s
allocated ¥175 o€ under the head in its bodldomcsticandmmamtm.c}'eryycng both the corridors wou t:cn sim ane
Budgetin February thisyear- while gﬁtingtomcamonuﬁmntmced\etfm ously and are cxpf:cted to be complete a
T : asnecessitated 153 dream come true forvisitors, traversing around the same tme.
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